SYLLABUS

Rutgers University - Camden
Political Science 50:790:489:Sec.A3:84050
Special Topics: Elections, Political Conflict and Democracy (Cr.3)
Summer I, 2008 (5/27-6/19)
Dr. Stephen E. Medvec Phone (direct to office): 267-341-3639
E-mail: smedvec @holyfamily.edu (evening): 215-637-1659
Class: M, Tu,W,Th 1:40 p.m. - 4:20 p.m. Rutgers office: 401 Cooper Street
Classroom: ATG 105

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course discusses the 2008 US presidential election and
the primary-election process, the so-called “culture wars” between Red States vs. Blue
States, the Electoral College, the role of political parties and the interest groups that vote
for or support them financially, the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections in retrospective
analysis, state and local races, congressional races, important US Senate races, the role of
consultants in the American political experience. Comparisons with other democratic
nation-states or neighboring Canada and Mexico under NAFTA also may occur.

1. Basic reading for the course will be assigned from:
TEXTS:

William J. Keefe and Marc J. Hetherington, Parties, Politics and Public Policy in
America, Tenth Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2006.

Kathleen Hall Jamieson, Editor, Electing the President 2004: The Insiders’ View.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006.

Yasmeen Abu-Laban, Radha Jhappan & Francois Rocher, Editors, Politics in North
America: Redefining Continental Relations. Peterborough, Ontario, Canada: Broadview
Press, 2008.

2. Students will be expected to prepare in advance the assigned outline/analysis from the
readings for oral presentation in class. The proper method of preparing
outlines/analyses will be explained in class.

3. There will be one final exam (Thursday, June 19, 2008).
ASSESSMENT:
There will be one final examination of the objective essay variety (65%). In addition, at

least two outlines/analyses will be required (10 % each/20%). Class participation counts
for 15%.



Special Topics 50:790:489:Sec.A3: Elections, Political Conflict and Democracy

ACADEMIC HONESTY. Rutgers University encourages learners to grow intellectually
as well as become responsible citizens of our community. Academic dishonesty subverts
this mission and undermines the student’s personal and intellectual growth. Therefore,
violations of the academic honesty policy outlined in the University catalog will result in
a failing grade in this course and possible dismissal from the University.

LECTURE TOPICS:
1. Political Parties and the US Political System
2. American Parties: Characteristics and Competition
3. Political Parties and the Electoral Process: Nominations
Outline/Analysis #1
4. Campaigns, Campaign Finance, Interest Groups, and the Media
5. The Congressional Party and the Formation of Public Policy
6. Party Identification, Partisanship, and Elections
Outline/Analysis #2
7. The American Party System: Problems and Perspectives; Comparisons with other

democratic nation-states, including Canada and Mexico.

FINAL EXAM



